
ORDER of WORSHIP
First Sunday in Advent

November 28, 2021



WELCOME to CHRIST CHURCH
Thanks for joining us for worship this morning! We gather each week because 
we believe Jesus Christ is the one true hope for our tired and broken world. 
So, wherever your walk is with God, we are glad you are here to be part of our 
celebration of God’s generosity to us in Jesus.

Christ Church is an inter-generational congregation rooted in our common 
faith in Christ and commitment to serving His kingdom. These commitments 
propel us into the future as we continue our congregation’s thirty-year tradition 
of joyful and reverent worship, dedication to spiritual growth, and passion for 
advancing the Gospel in Jacksonville and around the world.

If you have any questions about Christ Church, please don’t hesitate to ask an 
usher, a friendly face with a name tag in the lobby, or seek out one of our pastors. 

KIDS during WORSHIP
During our service, we encourage parents of young children to keep their kids in 
worship as long as they like. We also provide age-appropriate care and instruction 
for kids. Parents with children 2-years old or younger may drop-off their children 
in the Nursery (0-Walking) or the Toddler Room (Walking-2) where a team of 
trained child-care professionals and volunteers await them. Children ages 3-1st 
grade are dismissed for Children’s Chapel after we recite the Apostles’ Creed. 
They exit the sanctuary through the back doors to study God’s Word. All children 
above nursery age return to the sanctuary for the offering so that we close our 
worship with the family of God together.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
	 November 28			   NO Youth Group
	 December 5 (9.30a)		  School of Discipleship
	 December 5 (10.30a)		  Worship Service
	 December 5 (5.30p)		  Youth Small Groups
	 December 12			   NO School of Discipleship
	 December 12 (10.30a)		  Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols Service
	 December 12 (5.30p)		  Youth Christmas Party
	 December 19 (10.30a)		  Communion Service

SCHOOL OF DISCIPLESHIP 
Please note that our final adult and children’s School of Discipleship classes of the 
year will be held next Sunday, December 5.

SEAMARK WHITE CHRISTMAS 
Let’s bring a White Christmas to Seamark Ranch! To help Seamark Ranch 
prepare for the year ahead, please consider donating items from their wish list: 
paper towels, toilet paper, tissues, strong paper plates, kitchen trash bags, outdoor 
trash bags, ziplock storage bags, laundry detergent, & dishwasher detergent. We 
will collect donations in the Narthex now through Christmas Eve. 

FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE 
By listening to the Scripture story read and sung, we are reminded that all of 
Scripture points to our Lord, Jesus. Join us on December 12th at 10.30am, to 
participate in our annual Nine Lessons & Carols service, and celebrate the first 
advent of Jesus Christ. Nursery will be provided for ages 0-2.

SPIRITUAL LIFE CONFERENCE: JANUARY 14-16, 2022
Join us for our Spiritual Life Conference on the weekend of January 14-16, 2022. 
We will begin with a BBQ dinner and *Sandra McCracken concert on Friday 
evening. On Saturday morning, Sandy Willson will lead us in two sessions. Our 
Children’s Ministry will provide a full program that morning, including childcare 
and educational activities. We will close out the weekend on Sund9ay with a 
joint School of Discipleship hour followed by worship. To learn more, RSVP, and 
purchase concert tickets, visit christchurchpresjax.org.slc. 
*Purchase your concert tickets if you haven’t yet! They will be made available to the public soon.
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	   ENTER the PRESENCE of GOD  �

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS� Chuck Colson

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE�
Please take a moment to prepare your heart for worship, and silence all mobile devices.

CALL TO WORSHIP 	�

Let the righteous rejoice in the Lord and take refuge in him!

Let all the upright in heart exult!

Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart! Rejoice in 
the Lord, O you righteous,

 And give thanks to his holy name!

INVOCATION

If able, please stand
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HYMN	 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel	
Words: Neale & Coffin  |  Music: Helmore

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear

Chorus
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel,
Shall come to thee, O Israel

O Come, O Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny 
From depths of hell your people save 
And give them victory o’er the grave

O come, O Key of David, come
And open wide our heavenly home 
Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery

O Come, O Dayspring from on high 
And cheer us by your drawing nigh 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight
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CONFESSION OF SIN
Prior to the corporate prayer, we take a moment to confess our sins in silence.

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. For 
we know our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Against 
you, you only, we have sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 
Hide your face from our sins and blot out our iniquity. Create in
us clean hearts, O God, and restore to us the joy of your salvation 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
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HYMN	 Thy Mercy, My God
Words: Watts | Music: McCracken 

Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 
The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue; 
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last, 
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast.

Without thy sweet mercy I could not live here; 
Sin would reduce me to utter despair;
But, through thy free goodness, my spirits revive, 
And he that first made me still keeps me alive.

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart; 
Dissolved by thy goodness, I fall to the ground, 
And weep to the praise of the mercy I’ve found.

Great Father of mercies, thy goodness I own,
And the covenant love of thy crucified Son;
All praise to the Spirit, whose whisper divine 
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.
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HYMN	    His Mercy is More
Words & Music: Boswell & Papa

What love could remember no wrongs we have done 
Omniscient, all-knowing, he counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is more 

Chorus
Praise the Lord! 
His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness, new every morn 
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is more 

What patience would wait as we constantly roam 
What Father, so tender, is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor 
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is more 

What riches of kindness he lavished on us 
His blood was the payment, his life was the cost 
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins, they are many, his mercy is more
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APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

And, in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit; born of the virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius 
Pilate; was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church*, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*The “holy catholic Church” refers to the entire company of God’s redeemed people throughout the 
world and  across the centuries. 

Children, ages 3-1st grade, are dismissed for Children’s Chapel. Children exit the sanctuary through 
the main rear doors. They will return for the Offering.
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	   HEAR the WORD of GOD  �

PSALM OF THE DAY� Psalm 100

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
2     Serve the Lord with gladness!
      Come into his presence with singing!

3 Know that the Lord, he is God!
    It is he who made us, and we are his;
    we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.

4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
    and his courts with praise!
    Give thanks to him; bless his name!

5 For the Lord is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever,
    and his faithfulness to all generations.

After the Psalm, we respond:

All men are like grass and all their glory is like the flowers of the field. 
The grass withers and the flowers fall,

but the word of our God stands forever!
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GOSPEL LESSON� John 10.7-10
7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not 
listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will 
go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and de-
stroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

After the lesson, we respond:

This is the Word of the Lord!

Thanks be to God!
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SERMON	 I AM the Door
� Chuck Colson
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	   RESPOND to GOD  �

HYMN	 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Words: Nettleton  |  Music: Robinson

Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise, 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unchanging love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand’ring from the fold of God: 
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor, daily I’m constrained to be;
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.
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INTERCESSION & THE LORD’S PRAYER� Steve Beaver
After our congregational supplications, we say the prayer our Savior has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. �

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD

OFFERTORY	 Creator of the Stars of Night
Words: Neale & Mejias | Music: Mejias 

Creator of the stars of night 
Thy people’s everlasting light 
O Christ, Redeemer of us all 

We pray you hear us when we call 

Come, oh come 
Come, oh come 
Come, oh come 

To us 

When this old world drew on toward night 
You came, but not in splendor bright 

Not as a monarch, but the child 
Of Mary blameless mother mild 

Come, oh come 
Come, oh come 
Come, oh come 

To us
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DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him all creatures here below;
O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son; 
And praise the Spirit three in one! 
O Praise him, O Praise him; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 	
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	   DEPART in PEACE  �

HYMN	 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Words: Wesley & Hunt  |  Music: Prichard

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

Joy to those who long to see thee, dayspring from on high, appear; 
Come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, of thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth: 
“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne.

BENEDICTION
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MINISTRIES of the WEEK
LOCAL
Tommy Park serves students on the campus of the University of North Florida 
with Reformed University Fellowship (RUF), which is the denominational 
college ministry of the PCA. His desire is that RUF at UNF would be a place for 
skeptics and weary Christians to come face-to-face with the real Jesus.

INTERNATIONAL
Ross & Angela Floyd served three years in Bogata, Columbia and are now 
missionaries in Panama City, Panama, working with Mission to the World. 
They serve alongside the local church to reach the lost with the gospel, build 
community both within the church and the surrounding community, and walk 
with believers as they grow in their faith through discipleship.

ITEMS for PRAYER
HEALTH CONCERNS: Barb Day (cancer); Louis Fassnacht; Sue Forsyth (back); 
Elizabeth Garnett (cancer); Gar Gurganious (cancer); Hector (dementia) & V’Elna 
Harima; Wayne Noble; Sandy Reynolds; Jewell Smith (back)

EXPECTANT MOTHERS: Katie Lakey; Abigail Waddell

DEPLOYMENTS: Jonathan Waddell (Abigail)
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STAFF of  CHRIST CHURCH
Chuck Colson | Pastor |  ccolson@christchurchpresjax.org

John Lawler | Assistant Pastor | jlawler@christchurchpresjax.org

Alec Cotton |  Assistant Pastor of Youth | acotton@christchurchpresjax.org

Charlotte Cox | Administrator | admin@christchurchpresjax.org

Allison Ristau | Children’s Ministry Coordinator | aristau@christchurchpresjax.org

Andy Zipf | Director of Music & Artist in Residence | azipf@christchurchpresjax.org

ELDERS of  CHRIST CHURCH
Steve Beaver  |  Roger Bosma  |  Jim Dickenson  |  Jon Groh  |  Rob Hiday  |  Dave Lowe  

Hugh Morris  |  David Ristau  |  Spence Romine  |  Cannon Simpson

A congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America
9794 Old St. Augustine Road 
Jacksonville, FL 32257
(904) 262-5588 www.christchurchpresjax.org


